
CCPS Elementary Mathematics 

 Grade 1 Important Math Information 

Numbers to 120 and Two-Digit Place Value 

Dear Family, 

We are beginning a new unit of study in mathematics called Numbers to 120 and Two-Digit Place Value. This 

unit of study is a continuation of the work students have done in previous units.  Students will be counting and 

keeping track of numbers up to 120 and understanding that the two digits of a two-digit number represent 

various representations of tens and ones.  Students will also be able to compare two two-digit numbers based 

on the meanings of the tens and ones digits.   The specific learning goals your student will be working toward 

are listed below with examples of student work showing understanding of each learning goal. 

Learning Goal: Count to 120 starting at any number, read and write numbers to 120, and represent up to 120 
objects with a written numeral. 

Example Problem Example Student Solutions 

 

Edmund was completing his number strip 
when he spilled water on the paper.  Now 
he can’t see his work.  What numbers will 

he have to rewrite? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Edmund would have to rewrite numbers 94, 95, 96, 
and 97.  He would also have to rewrite 104, 105, 106, 
and 107 and then rewrite numbers 114, 115, 116, and 117. 

Learning Goal: Compare two two-digit numbers based on meanings of tens and ones and using the symbols >, 
=, and <.  

Example Problem Example Student Solutions 

Maggie has 68 crayons.  Zara has 63 
crayons.  Who has fewer crayons? 

 

 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Zara has fewer crayons than Maggie does.  

 

 

In both numbers, the tens 

are the same so I have to 

look at the ones. 8 ones is 

more than 3 ones which 

means 68 > 63. 



CCPS Elementary Mathematics 

Mathematical Thinking and Practices Learning Goal:  Find patterns and use them to solve problems. 
 

Things you can do at home to support your student throughout this unit of study: 

 Tens Go Fish  
The object is to find pairs that equal 10. Deal 5 cards (0–10) to each player. Leave the rest in a 
pile. (If a player has 2 cards that make 10, he or she puts them aside and draws 2 more.) Take 
turns asking each other for a particular card. For example, if you have a 3, you might ask, “Do 
you have a 7?” If your child has a 7, take that card, put them both on the table, and then draw a 
card from the deck. If not, “go fish” and draw the top card from the deck. Your turn ends when 
you cannot make a 10. The game ends when no one else can make a 10.  
 

 Counting Feet  
Read How Many Feet in the Bed? by Diane Johnston Hamm and talk about the mathematics in 
the book. Pose questions such as: “How many feet are on this page? How did you figure it out?” 
Then ask your child to figure out how many feet are in your family. You can extend this 
conversation by asking about how many eyes, toes, ears, etc. Feel free to add more people and 
pets! “What if Grandma and her dog came over, then how many eyes would there be? 
 

 More Counting by Groups  
Find examples of things that come in groups and ask your child to figure out how many objects 
or items there are altogether. The book What Comes in 2’s, 3’s and 4’s? by Suzanne Aker can 
provide you with some ideas. You or your child can make up some problems to share. “There are 
3 children riding tricycles in the playground. How many wheels in all?” or “There are 4 dogs on 
the street. How many paws?” 
 

 Student Math Handbook 
Remember to refer to the Student Math Handbook available in hard copy or electronically in 
Angel.  The Student Math Handbook will provide additional information on instructional 
strategies to assist with homework or directions on how to play games the students have been 
working on in class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


